FLAGSTAFF FRIENDS OF
TRADITIONAL MUSIC
PRESENTS THE 24TH ANNUAL

Route 66 Centennial
Songwriting Competition

For the first time in Flagstaff Folk Festival history, we are introducing a Songwriting Competition
to the lineup. This year is the 100th Anniversary of the opening of Route 66 which traversed the
country from Chicago to Santa Monica. Flagstaff is one of many communities along the historic
route that is celebrating this milestone.

We all know that one song that is ubiquitous with Route 66. Let’s see if other songs can step into
the spotlight and become an anthem that reflects a new generation with new experiences of
the historic highway.

The Song Prompt

What does Route 66 mean to you? Songs can reflect whatever way Route 66 or it's idea means to
you (travel, freedom, discovery, etc).

Entry Details

« Any musicians who has applied to and has been assigned a performance slot at the festival
may also enter one song in the songwriting competition.

« Song must be an original composition that responds to the prompt:
What does Route 66 mean to you?

« Complete the entry form and share link to your song. Songs can be put on your website,
Google drive, DropBox, SoundCloud or other file sharing site.

« Recordings can be made on your phone. We're not looking for recording perfection, just a
simple representation of the song.

+ Include a bio and brief explanation of your inspiration.

« Entries must be received by 10pm (MST) on May 23rd.

« Link to the entry form will be shared with musicians who have indicated interest in the
compettion through the musician application.

Evaluation Process

« First round of evaluation will be conducted by a panel of experienced songwriters and
music-loving non-songwriters. This round will produce 8 finalists. Finalists will be
notified on May 30th and announced June 3rd. See page 2 for evaluation rubric.
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« Finals will take place during the festival, Sunday, June 14 at noon on the Theater Stage at
Coconino Center for the Arts. Format will be in-the-round.

« The audience will vote on their favorite song using our new Festival App and the first
and second place winners announced shortly after.

Song Evaluation Rubric

First round of song evaluations will consider the following elements:
« Structure (Melody, Phrasing, Rhythm, Hook, Cohesion)

- Lyrics (Storytelling, Originality, Emotional Resonance)

« Creativity (Inventiveness, Freshness, Vision)

« Musicianship (Proficiency)

Prizes

Prizes will be announced at a later date.

Legal Stuff

Originality & Copyright Warranty: All entries must be original songs and shall not infringe any
copyrights or any other rights of any third parties. Entrant shall indemnify and hold Flagstaff
Folk Festival (FFF) and it’s affiliates harmless from any claims inconsistent with the foregoing.

Ownership Rights: Entrants retain full song ownership and all copyrights to all songs
submitted. Entry constitutes a limited, non-exclusive license to FFF to use, stream, and
reproduce the song for purposes of the Competition and related publicity only.

Eligibility & Conflicts of Interest: The Competition is open to any songwriter who has applied
for and been accepted into the Flagstaff Folk Festival. Employees of Flagstaff Folk Festival,
Route 66 Centennial Songwriting Competition, and its sponsors are not eligible to participate.

Judging Standards: This Contest is a talent and skill-based event. Songs will be judged based
on structure, lyrics, creativity and musicianship. The decisions of the evaluation panel and the
voting audience are final and binding.

Al Usage Policy: Al tools may not be used to compose the song or aid in the production of the
recording. Songwriting decisions must be made by human authors.

Publicity Release: Entry constitutes permission to use winners' names, likenesses, and voices
for future publicity and advertising purposes without additional compensation.

Questions? Contact director@flagfolkfest.org



